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DISCUSSION

THE CURRENT STTUATTION

6. The current military situwation in Indochina romaine
one of stalerate, Since the publication of NIE-35: "Probable
Developments in Indochina During ’che.'Remaindar of 1951Y dated
7 August 1951; the Fronch have extended their Red River delta
perimeter around Hanol and laiphong westward to 1108 Binh, bub
the Viet Ilinh have been vigorously counterattacking at various
points gince early December, (Sce lUsp #l.) In the Hanoi-
flaiphong delta arca, 115,000 Franco-Vietnamese regular troops
currently confront an estimated 90,000 Viet tinh rcgular troops.
Flsewhere in Indochinag puerrilla-type wari‘ain eontinues and
the Viet linh still control northern Tonkin, major poriiens -

~ of the Amnan coast and parts of Cochinchina,Carbodia, and
Lacs, (Sece Liap 2.}

7o There hes been & great improvement in tho vigor,
coordination, and effoctivencss of recent Vict Minh attacks
along the French perincter in Tonkin, The Viet 1Mnh have
mounted a sustained frontal stiack in the western delta area,
and elsewhere in the delta have infiltrated one diviéion and

major eloments of ocnother bohind the Francp~Viectnamese positions
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in the central and southern parts of the delta where they are
now conducting harassing operations, There has been a noticeable
inerease in Vict Ilinh antiaircraft capability in recont monthss
Athouzh the Vict 1Hnh have suffered heavy cesualties and have
been unable to achicve a major victery in Tonkin, they continue
to attack and have forced the French to commit al.ost all of
their Tonkin reserves to the operations aling the western edge
of_ the delta and spainst Viet 'Hnh units which have infiltrated

the area,

8. This increased capability rcflects a considershle
. ineroase in Ghineée Communist advisory, training, and loglstic
aggistance to the Vict llinh, Uhile there is no conclusive
evidence that Chinese p.rsonnel, elther in wnits or as individuals,
are serving with Viet 'Hnh conbab units, there are an estimated
15,000 Commmist Chinese with the Viet Ilinh serving in technicel,
advisory and garriEon capacities, There has been éonsiderable
ivproverent of transportation routes and faeilities from South
China into Indochina. Chincse Coumunist legistic assistance
to the Viet 'lnh via these routes is at an all tire high, while
stockplles on both sides of the border are belicved to be in

excess of Viet Minh requirements for present operations,

9o ilthouch French losses have been heavy; the combat

effectiveness of the French forcos remains hish. The combat effectivensss-
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of the Associated Statest forccs 1s for the uost part not yet
adecuate to 1t them for indevendent combat operations, and
these forees ara primerily perfornﬂ.ng statie defense roles,

US MDAP aid has beon of eritieal lmpertance to the remlar
Prench forccé during vrecent, cperaticng, Although the attrition
rate in French enuiprent is high, ¥DAP loglstic agsistance

is compensating for these losses,

10, There hag been little significant change in the
political gituction within Vietna’m& the most importent of the
Associated States, since the publication of ITE=35, and tha
factors digcussed in WIE»35 which limit the developmont of a
strong Viebnamese rovernment &till apply. '.I'he death of
Generel de Lattre has had an adverse effect upon Vietnarese
morele as have indications that the Frenr}.h may be wegkening in
their doternination to defend Irdechina.

1ls The spirits of the Viet I4nh leaders have repor.tedly
been ralsed by the recent death of Jeneral de Lattre, the exe
pandad geale of Chinese G&mmnisf: assisﬁénce, the debilitating
effect which the svstained Viet ‘3nh offensive has had upen
the french, and the gigns of a weakenﬁng TrancoeVietna ese will

to reeist, The trend of the Vet “"inh awsy freon a revolutionary

WL
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! national movenent and towards the pattern of a Commmnist repime
conbinues with & connamquent stronrthening of internal control.
The focd shortsre is being alleviatod by rice gained from within
the French porimeter, There is no evidence of serious friction

batweenr the Vict !Minh and the .Ghinasa Cormunigts,

VIET UINH AND F‘RAN(;O«-VIETNAIJESE CAPABILITLES AND PROBABLE
. T COLBES OF ACTIOR '

12, We beliove that the Viet liinh will probably be able

to retake Hoa Binh and to continue to infiltrste the Prench lines
in Tonking but will be unagble further ﬁo radues the French defense
perimeter during the perioed of this estimate, Within this pericd
the Viet linh will probably find it necessary to slacken tempo-
rarily their current oifensive effort, although the over-all coms
bat offectivensss of the Viet !Hnh will almos'h‘ certainly continue
to improve, Elsewhere in Indochina, the Viet 'inh will continue
arnd will inercase tholr terrorist and puerrilla 'tacticsg

! | 13, The French pgovernment is giving increascd pelicy

! congideration to a reduction of its Indochinese camitments,

. There is a growing official feeling that France carmot simultomecusly
support presently projected military efforts in both Eurepe and

Asla ﬁ‘i‘bhout greator US aid,
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The French now estimate that; with present US aid, the meximum
1952 mlitary budget that is politically snd economieally
possibie will fall several hundred millio.n dollars short of their
projected romuircnents for NATO and Tndochina together, Because
of France!s conccrn for its positlon in Europs vig-a~vis a reviving
Ueruany, the Srench, 1f eventually forced to ¢ ose between Europe -
and Indochina, mizht view their Indochina commitrent as of lessixr
importance, lloreover, there has been a growing feeling that the
distant and costly Indochinese war oi‘fei‘a few rewards even if

won, This feeling is inercasing political preeswre for

soxme slleviation of the Urench burden in Indoching. The various
approaches by which Fr.énce may seck to azchisve thies reduction

of its commitmonts ares (a) by insisting that much of the finaneial
burden for the defense of Indochina be shifted to the USy (b) by
secking a US«UK comﬁtmen£ to participate in the defense of
Indochina in the event of more active Chinese Cormunist inter-
ventiong or boasib]y {e) by including the issue of Indochina
within the context of any gencral Far East settlement which

might arise out of Korean nepgotiations, - Should these approaches

i prove unsuccessful, the French may scriously eonsider dirveeot

negotiations with the Vict IMinh,

11;‘,_ Vithin the perlod under review, however,; we believe

that a Prench military withirawal from Indochina 1s unlikely despite the
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